CHAPTER  IV
BEFORE Cuthbert left, he and Lisa saw a great
deal of Serge.
Cuthbert respected a man who had a "job". A job
was something a little different from a profession. It
implied in some undefined way both work and
achievement. A job in the city was not a job. To
be the High Commissioner of the Saar Plebiscite was
a iob not to be a minister or an ambassador* To be
in charge of a scheme of irrigation was a job, but not
to be a Colonial governor. The Chair of experimental
chemistry at Aberdeen was a job, but not the Regius
Professorship of Greek at Oxford. The distinction
between a "job" and a position was clear to Cuth-
bert, though difficult to define. It had to do with
the possibility of definite results and required, per-
haps, a temporary character.
The Chair of experimental chemistry fulfilled
neither condition. But Aberdeen was a place to
which you went and which, presumably, you left,
whereas once you reached Oxford you were there
for ever.
Serge had a job because he was employed by an
aeroplane factory; he would not have had a job had
he been working in a ministry. Cuthbert liked
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